Widening of the inferior alveolar canal: a case report with atypical lymphocytic infiltration of the nerve.
Widening of the inferior alveolar (mandibular) canal is a rare radiological finding. It is most often associated with neurofibromatosis. Rarely, a malignant process such as lymphoma may cause ill-defined enlargement of the mandibular canal. We present a unique case of a 33-year-old male who gradually developed sensory loss of his left lower lip and cheek and a well-defined tube-like widening of his left mandibular canal. The histopathological findings of the lesion were unusual in that they indicated atypical lymphocytic infiltration of the nerve tissue. The differential diagnoses regarding the clinical, radiological, and histopathological findings are discussed.